
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/190,129 



11/12/1998 



JOSEPH M. CANNON 



CANNON36-37- 



6291 



7590 07/28/2005 

William H Bollman 
Manelli Denison & Selter PLLC 
2000 M STREET NW 
SUITE 700 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036-3307 



EXAMINER 



GAUTHIER, GERALD 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2645 



DATE MAILED: 07/28/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



\JHIl+x2 rAx+MsJii OUlf Iff leff Jf 


Application No. 

09/190,129 


Applicant(s) 

CANNON ET AL. 


Examiner 

Gerald Gauthier 


Art Unit 

2645 





- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) S Claim(s) 1-6 and 8-15 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on May 31 , 
2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claim(s) 1, 3-6 and 8-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Brown (US 5,655,011). 

Regarding claim(s) 1, Brown discloses a voice messaging system (FIG. 1 and 
column 1, lines 15-17), comprising: 

an analog telephone line interface (503 on FIG. 5); 
a voice recorder/playback module (509 on FIG. 5); 
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a controller adapted to control functions of the voice messaging system (506 on 
FIG. 5); 

a ring signal bypass module (51 1 on FIG. 5) adapted to detect a presence of an 
analog non-ring signal initiated by a caller without prompt utilizing the analog telephone 
line interface indicating a presence of an incoming call, and to cause the voice message 
system to direct the incoming call to the voice recorder/playback module without an 
audible ring signal to announce the incoming call by the system (FIG. 5 and column 4, 
lines 56-65) [The on/off detector detects an incoming telephone call with an 
identification code from the calling party that causes the answering machine 1 13 to 
immediately goes off hook and begins its operation without ringing the handsets for the 
calling party to leave a message without disturbing any individual within residence 103], 

Regarding claim(s) 3, Brown discloses a voice messaging system as telephone- 
answering device (113 on FIG. 1). 

Regarding claim(s) 4 and 8, Brown discloses a method for allowing bypass of 
ring signal in a voice messaging system (FIG. 1 and column 1, lines 15-17), comprising: 

receiving an analog non-ring signal initiated by a caller without prompt at an 
analog telephone line interface indicating a presence of an incoming call to the voice 
messaging system (FIG. 5 and column 4, lines 56-65) [The on/off detector detects an 
incoming telephone call with an identification code from the calling party, thereby]; and 
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answering the incoming call by the voice messaging system without an audible 
ring signal to announce the incoming call by the voice messaging system (FIG. 5 and 
column 4, lines 56-65) [The answering machine 113 immediately goes off hook and 
begins its operation without ringing the handsets for the calling party to leave a 
message without disturbing any individual within residence 103]. 

Regarding claim(s) 5 and 9, Brown discloses playing an outgoing greeting 
message to a caller associated with the incoming call without requiring reception of any 
ring signal relating to the incoming call (FIG. 5 and column 4, lines 56-65); and 

allowing the caller to record a voice message (FIG. 5 and column 4, lines 56-65). 

Regarding claim(s) 6, 10 and 13, Brown discloses allowing a caller associated 
with the incoming call to record a voice message without requiring reception of any ring 
signal relating to the incoming call (FIG. 5 and column 4, lines 56-65). 

Regarding claim(s) 11 and 14, Brown discloses inputting a request for a 
transmission of the analog non-ring signal from a calling party's telephone (FIG. 5 and 
column 4, lines 56-65). 

Regarding claim(s) 12, Brown discloses a method of allowing a calling party to 
bypass a ring signal in a voice messaging system of a called party, the voice messaging 
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system including voice message memory for recording a voice message (FIG. 1 and 
column 1, lines 15-17), the method comprising: 

providing an analog ring signal bypass module in the voice messaging system 
(FIG. 5 and column 4, lines 56-65) [The on/off detector 51 1 detects an incoming 
telephone call signals with the identification code of the caller]; 

activating the analog ring signal bypass module based on a request from the 
calling party without prompt from the voice messaging system (FIG. 5 and column 4, 
lines 56-65) [The answering machine 113 immediately goes off the hook to begins its 
operation based on the caller inputting the identification code, thereby activating the 
analog ring signal bypass module based on a request from the calling party without 
prompt from the voice messaging system]; and 

bypassing an audible ring signal by the voice messaging system announcing an 
incoming call from the calling party to the voice messaging system (FIG. 5 and column 
4, lines 56-65) [The caller leaves a message without ringing the residence phones 
thereby bypassing an audible ring signal by the voice messaging system announcing an 
incoming call from the calling party to the voice messaging system]. 

Regarding claim(s) 15, Brown discloses the request is entered by the calling 
party before a telephone number of the called party is dialed by the calling party (FIG. 5 
and column 4, lines 56-65). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

7. Claim(s) 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brown 
in view of Koyama (US 5,894,505). 
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Regarding claim(s) 2, Brown as applied to claim(s) 1 above differs from 
claim(s) 2 in that it fails to disclose the analog telephone line interface is adapted to 
detect a line reversal on the telephone. 

However, Koyama teaches the analog telephone line interface is adapted to 
detect a line reversal on the telephone (column 10, lines 16-20). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Brown by adding the exchange as taught by Koyama. 

The modification will allow the capability of the line reversal signal such that the 
system would enable the caller to selectively either leaves a message or ring the called 
telephone. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim(s) 1-6 and 8-15 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald Gauthier whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7539. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571) 272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Gerald Gauthier 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2645 



